Sleeping Beauty

Once upon a time there was a Queen who had a beautiful baby daughter. All the fairies in the kingdom were among the guests
 at the christening
, all except an old ugly fairy, because the Queen had forgotten to invite her. The old fairy came anyway
, and she was very angry: when she passed the baby's cradle
, she said: 

"When you are sixteen, you will hurt your finger
 with a spindle
 and die!" 

"Oh, no!" screamed
 the Queen in horror. A good fairy quickly
 chanted a magic spell
 to change the curse
: she changed death into sleep. 

The years went by
, the little Princess grew
 and became the most beautiful girl in the whole kingdom. Her mother was always very careful
 to keep her away from spindles, but on her sixteenth birthday, while the Princess was wandering
 through the castle, she went into a room where an old servant was spinning
. 

"What are you doing?" she asked the servant. 

"I'm spinning." The servant answered. 

"Is that a spindle? Can I see it, please?" The servant gave the girl the spindle ... and the Princess pricked herself
 with it and  fell on the floor. 

The terrified old woman went to the Queen and told her what
 had happened . The Queen tried to waken
 her daughter but in vain
. Then she called the court doctors and wizards
, but there was nothing they could do. No one could waken the princess from her deep sleep. The good fairy who had changed the curse came, too, and the Queen said to her: 

"When will my daughter waken?" 

"I don't know," the fairy said sadly. 

"In a year, ten years or twenty?" the Queen went on. 

"Maybe in a hundred years. Who knows?" said the fairy. 

"Oh! What will waken her?" asked the Queen weeping
. 

"Love," answered the fairy. "If a man of pure heart falls in love with her, that will bring her back
 to life!" 

"How can a man fall in love with a sleeping girl?" sobbed
 the Queen, and she was so heart-broken  that she died a few days later. The servants took the sleeping Princess to her room, put her on the bed and put garlands of flowers around her. The good fairy thought: 

"When she wakens, who will she see around her? Strange faces and people that she doesn't know? This cannot happen." 

So the fairy cast a spell
, and all the people in the castle fell asleep. 

The fairy thought: "When the Princess wakes up, they will wake up, too, and life will go on from there." And she left the castle. Years passed, and the trees around the castle grew tall. In a hundred years, a dense forest grew up. 

One day a Prince arrived in those parts. He was young, handsome and sad, and he was looking for serenity, sincerity and purity. When he arrived at the dark forest he decided to explore it. He rode
 his horse through  the trees. A few hours later he decided to go back, but he suddenly saw something through the trees……in front of him there was a castle with high towers
. The young man thought: "I wonder
 who can be the owner
 of this castle?"  

The young Prince rode towards
 the castle. The drawbridge
 was down and he crossed over
 it. Immediately he saw that the inhabitants and he thought that they were dead; but in a moment, he realized
 that they were asleep. "Wake up! Wake up!" he shouted
, but nobody moved. He went into the castle and he saw more people on the floor, and they were asleep, too. He walked through the rooms in the complete silence, and he finally reached
 the room where the beautiful Princess was. He looked at her for some time: she was so beautiful that he lifted her little white hand and gently kissed it . . . 

At that kiss, the princess quickly opened her eyes, and the spell was broken
. Everybody in the castle woke up and they looked round in amazement
 because they didn’t know what
 had happened.  

A few days later the Prince and Princess got married, and at last there was singing, music and happy laughter in the castle. They lived happily ever after.

� guest = ospite


� christening = battesimo


� anyway = comunque


� cradle = culla


� you will hurt your finger = ti ferirai il dito


� spindle = fuso


� to scream = urlare [per la paura]


� quickly = velocemente


� spell = incantesimo


� curse = maledizione


� to go by = passare


� to grow, grew, grown = crescere


� careful = attenta


� to wander = girovagare


� to spin = filare


� she pricked herself = si punse (da to prick=pungere)


� what (in questa frase) = quello che


� to waken = risvegliare


� in vain = invano


� wizard = mago


� weeping = piangendo (da to weep = piangere, regolare)


� to bring back to = riportare a


� to sob = singhiozzare


� to cast a spell = fare un incantesimo


� to ride, rode, ridden = cavalcare


� tower = torre


� to wonder = chiedersi


� owner = proprietario


� towards = verso


� drawbridge = ponte levatoio


� to cross over = andare dall’altra parte


� to realize = rendersi conto


� to shout = gridare [per farsi sentire]


� to reach = raggiungere


� the spell was broken = l’incantesimo fu rotto


� in amazement = stupiti [lett. con stupore]


� what = quello che (in questa frase)





